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The Navy balloon was among those lifting off from the lAguna Seca Raceway infield 
last weekend. On Saturday (below), the balloon made tethered flights on the NPS 
A grounds. Some 35 balloon teams from across the country filled the skies with spectacular 
W color. Photo by PHC Art Harrison. 
'Military' weather helps 
Hot Air Fair get airborne 
By DS3 E.J. Plavala 
Volunteers from Fleet Numerical 
Oceanography Command provided much 
of the pertinent weather data needed by 
balloon pilots at the fourth annual Mon-
terey County Hot Air Affair held Feb. 24-
25 at Laguna Seca Raceway. 
The event was a fund raiser for the United 
Way of the Salinas Valley. Daily events 
included balloon races, sky divers and a 
biplane aerobatics demonstration. 
The FNOC crew was led by Chief 
Aerographer's Mate Joe McGarr. Due to 
the operational nature of Fleet Numerical, 
its members rarely have an opportunity to 
collect local data themselves. "This pro-
vides us with valuable training, and it's a 
A good cause," McGarr said. 
- Race organizers Michael and Rachael 
Eakins said the balloon pilots' access to 
pinpoint weather information was a key 
piece of the pie. 
"Invaluable. Chief McGarr and his 
people were very helpful in helping us read 
currents at various altitudes," Mrs. Eakins 
said. 
The sailors gathered at 4 a.m. to set up 
the equipment needed to evaluate the 
weather conditions. Afterward, they 
launched their first weather balloon; called 
a "pibal." Attached to the balloon were two 




play key roles 
The flagpole in front of Herrmann Hall 
fell to the gound in the face of high winds 
two weeks ago, smashing the roof of a 
vehicle occupied by Sharon Mahaffey, the 
wife of a newly arrived NPS student 
Marine Corps Maj. James Fritz, a student 
in the electronics and communications cur-
riculum, and NPS National Security Af-
fairs Professor Russell Stolfi were nearby 
at the time, and both were among the first 
people on the scene trying to help. 
"Fritz and Stolfi managed to push the 
flagpole off the car," said Cmdr. Ron Hills, 
assistant director of military operations. 
"Fritz was sitting on the roof of the vehicle 
when I arrived. The roof was smashed, and 
the windshield was out. Fritz and Stolfi 
tried to offer Mahaffey encouragement, but 
there was nothing else they could do. They 
soon realized that it would take a profes-
sional with some equipment to get Mahaf-
fey out of her vehicle. Fritz ended up 
getting glass imbedded in his hand trying to 
get the roof off." 
The NPS Fire Department received the 
call at 2:41 p.m. and Dennis Maguet, Mi-
chael Phelps and Ted Pewthers responded. 
"When we got there I was a little shocked 
and I told the captain to order the 'jaws of 
life,"' Phelps said. 
It took the fire department 46 minutes to 
get Mahaffey in an ambulance and the area 
secured. Phelps said " the rescue seemed to 
take a long time, but after it was over I felt 
good and knew we had done a good job. We 
train for all kinds of emergency situations, 
but this was something new for us and the 
worst thing anyone can do is get in a hurry 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Volunteers, 'self-helpers' respond to storm • 
By Rear Adm. Ralph W. West Jr., Superintendent 
There has been a significant and unmistakable effort to take 
care of the NPS grounds during the past two weeks. The campus, 
obviously damaged by the wind and rain storm of Feb. 16, has 
and civilian, officer and enlisted - have brought about a rapid and 
dramatic transformation and restoration of the Naval Postgraduate 
School. 
Others have demonstrated the utmost in professionalism 
since the onset of that storm, especially the NPS firemen and several 
essentially returned to its usual beautiful 
appearance. 
The spirit and determination of 
the school's students, staff and faculty-
and their deep personal commitment and 
concern for the Postgraduate School -
was clearly demonstrated during last 
Friday's "Campus Cleanup Day" by 50 
accident. 
staff and faculty members who assisted in 
the rescue of Sharon Mahaffey, trapped in 
her vehicle when the Herrmann Hall flag-
pole snapped and fell during the height of 
the storm. Many have given freely of 
themselves to assist LCDR Jay Mahaffey 
and Sharon, as they have attempted to cope 
with and recover from this unfortunate 
volunteers, and the sailors who comprise the school's new "self-
help" division, as they literally swept the grounds clean. Com-
bined with the pride and professionalism of the Seabee detach-
ment on loan from NAS Alameda, our Navy people - military 
To each person who has contributed to the recovery ofNPS, 
my deepest thanks. Bravo Zulu! 
Cleaning house 
Volunteers clean up after the 58 mph winds and accompanying rains left a helter-
skelter mess around the campus. The 50 volunteers raked, swept, bagged leaves and 
picked up broken branches Friday afternoon. Photo by PHC Art Harrison. 
.. ·····r~ 
Superintendent ... ... . ........... Rear Adm. Ralph W. West Jr. 
Provost .. . ...... . . .......... . . . ... ... .. . Dr. Harrison Shull 
Acting Public Affairs Officer . .. . . . . ... ... . . ...... John Sanders 
Deputy PAO .. . . . .... . ... . .. . .. .. . . ... . LTJGAnne Mathews 
Managing Editor ... .. .. ... . ..... JOC (AW) Charles T. Howard 
Copy Editor ......... . ..... . . . . ..... .. .. JOI Ray Fredette Jr. 
Writer/photographer .... . ...... . ........ JOSN Davis Bowden 
Weather 
(From page 1) 
small lights for tracking purposes. The 
pibal's azimuth and elevation were deter-
mined by a piece of equipment called a 
theodolite. Observations were recorded 
once a minute until the balloon was no A 
longer visible. A hand-held calculator W 
computed the wind direction and speed at 
different altitudes. 
Participating balloon pilots gathered for 
flight briefs early each race morning. 
McGarr reported the weather findings col-
lected from the pibal. Satellite photos and 
computer-generated surface analysis charts 
were also displayed. At the end of the brief, 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Joe Lahoz, released 
another pibal for the pilots and spectators to 
observe. 
After the brief, balloon teams began un-
packing their gear and most were in the air 
by 7:45 a.m. Some of the volunteers were 
rewarded for their efforts by being allowed 
to ride in a balloon for the first time. 
Rescue------
(From page 1) 
and further injure the victim." 
Mahaffey was originally listed in serious 
condition by the Community Hospital of the 
Monterey Peninsula (CHOMP). She is still 
having some complications, but she is out of 
the critical stage and is resting at her home,-
according to a CHOMP spokesman. 
"Her temporary memory loss is improv-
ing,'' said Cdr. Leroy Gilbert, NPS protes-
tant chaplain. 
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Employee of Quarter 
The Commissioned Officers Club' s 





Employee of the 
Quarter. 
Pete Charette is 
the department's out-
standing employee, 
chosen from the 170 
working on the staff, 
according to Richard 
R. Crawford, recreational services director. 
Charette has been with the department 
for nearly 10 years. He is the regular 
bartender in the Trident Room and on Fri-
day nights in the El Prado Room. 
Retirees 
An information meeting about retiree 
volunteer service will be held in the Family 
A ServiceCenter,Room039, inthebasement 
W of Herrmann Hall, at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
March20. 
For more information, call the Family 
Service Center at ext. 3060. 
Red Cross 
The American Red Cross will be offering 
a two-day training session in community 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation from 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday in Bldg. 
2662 at 3rd Avenue and 10th Street at Fort 
Ord. 
Completion will certify a person in CPR 
for adults, children and infants. 
Registration fee for the course is $10, 
which includes a CPR training manual. 
Please register and pick up class materials 
by noon on Tuesday. Call 242-7801 for 
more information. 
Air Force Band 
The Air Force Band of the Golden Gate 
will perform a free concert on Wednesday 
at 7:30 p.m. in King Hall. 
The concert is co-sponsored by Monterey 
A ~ay Chapter 112 of the Air Force Associa-
- t1on. 
The band's credits include an invitation 
by the California Music Educators Asso-
ciation to perform at their 1983 annual 
conference in San Jose. The highly diverse 
nature of the band enables it to provide 
suitable music for all occasions, everything 
from rock and pop music to classics. 
Tickets are available at the Public Affairs 
Office, Room 025 in the basement of 
Herrmann Hall. 
C.S. Lewis Play 
The La Mesa Parents Teachers Associa-
tion will sponsor an Ariel Production of 
C.S. Lewis' "The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe" at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 15, 
in King Hall. 
Ariel Production, a non-profit California 
corporation, has been producing plays for 
more than five years. This year 13 produc-
tions are scheduled, and nine are already 
sold out. 
Tickets are expected to sell quickly, so 
everyone is invited to see this play. 
Tickets will be $5 for adults and $3 for 
children for La Mesa PT A members and $8 
for adults and $4 for children for non-
members. For tickets, contact Pam Miles at 
649-1973; Nancy Jones at 649-3664; or 
Robin Julian at 649-1939. 
Oceanography award 
Dr. Nicholas P. Fofonoff, a visiting 
professor in the Oceanography Depart-
ment, received the 
prestigious Ocean 
Sciences Award from 
the American Geo-
physical Union last 
month. 
Fofonoff is at NPS 




His award is based on his contributions 
to the development and usage of modem 
oceanographic instrumentation, especially 
moored-buoy technology, current, tem-
perature and density and of the equation of 
state. 
The award was presented at the Ocean 
Sciences Meeting in New Orleans. 
Special note: The March 5 Superin· 
tendent's Guest Lecture Is on a Mon-




Today is the final day to offer nomina-
tions for the Equal Employment Opportu-
nity awards of Employee of the Year, 
Woman of the Year and Supervisor of the 
Year. 
For more information call the EEO office 
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2nd - FINAL DAY FOR WITH-
DRAWALFROM CLASSES 
2nd - 11 :10 A.M - SP 321 - "AN 
ANALYSIS OF OPTICAL CODE 
MULTIPLE ACCESS USING A 
POINT-PROCESS MODEL" DR. 
DAVID BRADY, PRINCETON UNI-
VERSITY 
5th - 3:15 P.M. KING HAll..- SUPER-
INTENDENT'S GUEST LECl'URE 
6th - 1 P.M. -FAMILY SERVICE CEN-
TER - RM 039 - HERRMANN HALL 
RETIREE VOLUNTEER SERVICE -
(POC: FAMILY SERVICE CENTER, 
EXT. 3060) 
7th - 7:30 P.M. - KING HALL - AIR 
FORCE BAND OF THE GOLDEN 
GATE FREE CONCERT (POC: JIM 
CRISPELLE, 372-1076) 
20th - 1 P.M. -FAMILY SERVICE 
CENTER, RM039, HERRMANN HALL-
RETIREE VOLUNTEER SERVICE -
(POC: FAMILY SERVICE CENTER, 
EXT. 3060) 
21ST - ACADEMIC COUNCIL 
MEETING 
26th to 29th - FINAL EXAMINA-
TIONS 
29th - GRADUATION 
4 
NNOA Eagles, Attitude Check win 
NPS Basketball league titles 
In basketball action, the NNOA Eagles 
won the "A" league championship game 
last Tuesday night by trouncing Sidney's 
67-53. 
Reggie Sampson led the Eagles in scor-
ing with 30 points, followed by Darren 
Sawyer with 26. Bill Sanders had 19 points 
for Sidney's. 
Attitude Check beat Seacubers in the "B" 
league championship game 52-37 for an 
undefeated season and championship se-
ries. 



















to pick up your Magic Kingdom 
Club card and Membership Guide 
TODAY! 
Contact: 
The NPS Rec Office at 646-2466 
©The Walt Disney Company 
Softball 
The NPS women's softball team is look-
ing for more staff members and students 
interested in playing softball. 
If you are interested, call Carolyn 
Liebeck at ext. 2513. 
Friday, March 16 is the deadline to sign 
up for participation in the NPS socko 
leagues. 
Stop by the Rec Office or call ext. 2466. 
An individual can play for only one team. 
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For Sale W 
MINI BLINDS FOR LA MESA "G" type 
windows: 73 "Wx50"L in mauve, beige and 
blue; one 73Wx25 l/2"L; one blue 22 1/2 x 
41 ; one white 36W x SOL; all for $30. 
Storage shed, 4 ft. by 7 ft. by 6 ft high with 
locking door, $75. 1976 Fiat Spyder, white, 
new top, new seats, $1,700. obo. Brown 
carpet, 12 ft x 10 ft, $10. Call 655-1668. 
1978FORDFIESTA.39K,$1.200. Carpet 
for La Mesa Housing, edges bound. Call 
for sizes. Call 647-9976. 
FULL SET OF NAVAL ACADEMY 
OFFICER'S UNIFORMS purchased one 
year ago. Includes coats, service dress blue 
items, khakis, dinner dress items, full dress 
whites, hats, Bates Floataway shoes, mis-
cellaneous items. Exe. cond. Never worn. 
Call Rich at 422-8796. 
For Rent 
NORFOLK/VIRGINIA BEACH AREA. 
Two-story condo in Pembroke area. Two 
BR, 2.5 bath, fireplace, W/D, dishwasheA 
frig w/ice maker. Avail. Apr. 1. $575/m<9 
Call 384-8828. 
FULLY FURNISHED 1 BR studio apart-
ment w/sundeck. Awesome locale 1 block 
from NPS. Only $575/month. 1st/last w/ 
$400 security dep. Avail. rnid-Feb./early 
March. Perfect for single officer. Check 
this one out. Call Prof. Enrique Alvarez at 
375-9391 or ext. 3038/2521 
D.C. AREA RENTAL in Annandale area, 
adjacent to beltway. 4 BR, 3 BTH house, 
eat-in kitchen, separate dining room, access 
to neighborhood pool. Available Apr. 1. 
$1,200/month. Call 647-1762. 
